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LET EX &c. 
To — ——, Eſq; Member of Parliament 
for the County of —. . 


LEE: 4: 6-0 


S IX, 5 
HAVE no occaſion to inform you that a 
Petition of the Clergy, &c. in all probability 
will in a ſhort time be ſubmitted to you, 

as a member of the Legiſlature. You have alrea- 
dy conſidered the ſubject with ſome degree of at- 
tention, You have urged objections both to the 
ſubje& matter, and mode of application, which- 
are deſerving of a reply ; and I ſhall think my-' 
ſelf happy, if the anſwers which I give you in all 
ſimplicity and plainneſs, ſhall leſſen the weight of 
thoſe prejudices you ſeem to have conceived both 
againſt the Petitioners and their cauſe. 

Upon the firſt mention of the intended applica- 
tion, you exclaimed, * What . have we to do as 
Laymen with the affairs of the Church ? Our 
Prelates have made theſe matters the ſtudy of 
their lives——You have a Legiſlation and Canons 
of your own—Even with reſpect to Lay concerns, 
we intermeddle not in caſes which may be decided 
by the Courts below— We are incompetent to the: 
juriſdiction Go to Convocation and to your Bi- 
ſhops for redreſs.” And is it thus, Sir, as if our 
controverſy were nothing more than a queſtion 
of words and of names, that you intend to drive 
us from the judgment ſeat ? We will not go up 
to Jeruſalem to be judged z we now ſtand at the 
proper tribunal——and Cæſar himſelf ſhall in due 


time be called upon to join in delivering us from 
2 B that 


EP 


that unworthy yoke of bondage, under which we 
ſo long have groaned “. = 00 | 


* Tt has been objected to the Scheme of the Petitioners, that the 
relief they ſeek is requeſted from an improper juriſdiction ; and 
defigns, which it is impoſſible they could ever think of accom- 
pliſhing, have been, injuriouſly imputed to them by their adver- 
ſaries in this debate. The queſtion is gravely put, Where will 
this rage of innovation end? I anſwer only for myſelf, yet I truſt 
that I ſhall expreſs the ſentiments of many learned and worthy per- 
Cons in this nation. | | | 


An ex animo ſubſcription to the truth of ſyſtematical Articles of 


Religion, expreſſed in unſcriptural terms; an acknowledge- 
ment of the intire conformity of a ſet of obſcure metaphyſical 
n to the plain and ſimple doctrine of the Goſpel jz=— 

as long appeared grievous to individuals, injnrious to the cauſe 


of true religien, and prejudicial to the intereſts of our excel- 


lent conſtitution both in Church and State. | 

In an age diſſipated as the preſent, nothing appears ſo likely to 
reſtore the moral and religious principle, as an affecting and unex- 
ceptionable form of Publick Worſhip ; but in order to effect this 
purpoſe, the preſent Liturgy muſt be reviſed : The forms of Ordi- 
nation alſo require ſome amendment. 

I affert not theſe things upon my own authority; nor will I at- 
tempt to. prove my point from the writings of thoſe who have 
been injuriouſly repreſented as the enemies of our Eftabliſhment. 
I am content to reſt the proof with reſpe& to the matter of fact, 
and the meaſure of the propoſed alterations, upon the teſtimony of 


thoſe generous friends to religious liberty and virtue, who, in va- 


rious periods of our conſtitution, have adorned the Engliſh Church, 
Let all ſubſcription to human formularies of faith and doe- 
trine be utterly aboliſhed, ES: | | 
Let the ordinals and forms of publick worſhip partake of the 
improvement of the times. Here would I fix my foot; and 
were theſe things granted, I would reſolutely oppoſe any further 
alteration in the Church. 

Let us now enquire concerning the mode of conducting altera- 
tions apparently ſo important to the intereſts of the community; 
and the authority by which they muſt be effected. The abolition 
of Subſcriptions, and the revital of the Liturgy, cannot with pro- 
priety be produced by the ſame juriſdiction, and at the ſame time. 

; Subſcription to human formularies is required from many or- 
ders of the Laity, as well as from the Clergy. An act of parlia- 
ment therefore ean alone effect an adequate relief. | 

The meaſure for obtaining ſuch relief, ſhould originate in the 
Houſe. of Commons, as the temporalties of the ſubje&t are con- 


eerned. Were the Petitioners to intreat a revi/al of the Articles, 
| ; ike 


1 
Permit me, Sir, to remind you, that the mode- 
rate Clergy of theſe times lay claim to no higher 


the whole might be referred to Convocation; but as a repeal of the 
laws enjoining ſubſcription to them ĩs requeſted, the truth, or the 
congruity of them with Scripture, does not come into the de- 
bate ;——the expediency of an ex animo aſſent to them, in a Pro- 
teſtant country, is the only ſubject of diſpute 5 and of this an 
Houſe of Commons may and ought.to judge, without requeſting 
any allittance from the Church. f petition to the King for an 
abolition of Subſcription would be equally abſurd ; I ſhould as 
ſoon expect to hear from ſeufible men of a petition to the King 
for a diminution of the land tax. Let us ſuppoſe, then, that, 
through the integrity and ſpirit of the Commons, the wiſdom of 
the Lords, the humanity and the 15 of the King, the Petitioners 
are relieved from the Aur hag, ſub cribing their unfeigned aſſent 
to any humanly-deviſed formultries of falt. 1 

A little reflection will ſhew, that this relief would be fat 
with reſpect to one point, but as æ preparatory ſtep only to the 
completion of an entite reformation; the Liturgy would 
ſtill be read in our churches unimproved, under the penalties 
eſtabliſhed by law. 97 at OY 88 

In order to effect a complete reformation, therefore, a reviſal of 
the Liturgy muſt follow in due time; but a queſtion ariſes con- 
cerning the nature of the application. I will not be ſo preſump- 
tuous as to decide. with reſpect to the part the Houſe of Com- 
mons, or the Houſe of Lords, might, upon a proper repreſenta- 
tion, take in the affair. Moſt affuredly the Houſes of Convoca- 
non ſhould not be conſulted : The formal propoſal for a 
zeviſal might originate with the King; or, if this ſhould be 
thought improper, a dutiful petition from the Biſhops and 
Clergy, or either Houſe of Parliament, may hereafter be pre- 
ſented to his Majeſty, that he would be pleaſed to appoint a cont- 
miſſion of Biſhops, and other learned perſons, both of the Lairy and 
Clergy, to reviſe the ordinals and eſtabliſhed forms of publick 
worſhip. They ſhould enter upon their taſk with all proper aſ- 
ſiſtances; and when completed, ſhould ſubmit the Liturgy, thus 
reviſed, to the Legiſlature of the nation, who ſhould eſtabliſh the 
uſe of it in our churches, in that manner which ſeems to them ex- 
pedient. The plan of reformation would be then completed. 

But the requeſt of the preſent Petitioners reaches only to the re- 
peal of thoſe laws which injoin /#b/cription to humanly-deviſed 
iormularies of faith; and the propriety of ſuch requeſt ſhould be 
ſuhmitted to the Repreſentatives of the People, who, excluſively of 
a] others, are the proper perſons to apply to, i 


ü h in a caſe which fo 
mmneuately affects the temporalties of the ſubject. 
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authority than what is derived to them from the 
civil Magiſtrate and the laws of this realm. They 
are ſtiled indeed, not unfrequently, the Mini- 
ſters of Chriſt; and they juſtly are eſteemed ſo, be- 
cauſe their office obliges them to be occupied in 
the goſpel of Chriſt. But with reſpect to their 
appointment, and the preſcribed rules of their 
conduct, they are the Miniſters of the State. The 


Repreſentatives of the People in Parliament, unit- 


ed with the other two branches of the Legiſlature, 
have given their ſanction to Chriſtianity as the 
eſtabliſhed religion of this land. As a member of 
2 Proteſtant community, every Engliſhman main- 
tains the authority and ſufficiency of the Holy 
Scriptures in all points neceſſary to ſalvation; 
and by a charter derived from the God of reaſon 


_and the goſpel ; a charter, which as it interferes 
not with any temporal juriſdiction, cannot juſtly 


be controuled by human authority; he claims 
the unalienable privilege of interpreting thoſe Scrip- 
cures for himſelf. In theſe circumſtanees, and 
with theſe privileges, a Subject of the Crown of 
England becomes a licenſed teacher of the goſpel. 
He is qualified for his office according to forms, 
which derive their whole validity from the laws. 
At the time of this legal Ordination he ſolemnly 
declares, that He is perſuaded that the Holy 
«« Scriptures contain ſufficiently all doctrine re- 
« quired of neceſſity for eternal Salvation, through 


« Jeſus Chriſt—that he is determined out of the 


« ſame Scriptures to inſtruct the people com- 
« mitted to his charge, and to teach nothing 
&« as required of neceſſity to eternal ſalvation, 


c but that which he ſhall be perſuaded may 


& be concluded and proved by the Scripture :” 
an engagement, which certainly more than AL- 
Lows him to interpret thoſe Scriptures, as 

| | right 


6 1 


right reaſon, the analogy of Faith, and ſound 
criticiſm, ſhall direct an engagement, which 
far from binding him to one uniform ſyſtem 
of opinions obligato;y through life, lays him 
under the neceſſity, not only of changing, but of 
avowing the alteration of his opinion with reſpect 
to the ſenſe of Scripture, as often as better know- 
ledge and maturer conſideration ſhall ſuggeſt. 
But the exerciſe of this natural liberty of man— 
of this glorious liberty of the Chriſtian— of this 
reaſonable liberty of the Proteſtant Teacher in an 
Engliſh Church, is eventually annihilated by an 
obligation, intirely inconſiſtent with the preced- 
ing declaration—an obligation wherein he ex 
animo declares, and by his SurscRIPTION ac- 
knowledges certain interpretations of theſe Scrip- 
tures—certain ſyſtematical Articles and confeſſions 
of faith and doctrine, though confeſſedly of un- 
inſpired original, to be, all and every of them, 
agreeable to the word of God. 

I will only, Sir, requeſt you for a moment to 
reflect, whether a perſon who is laid under the 
latter obligation, and neceſſitated to conform to 
it by the additional weight of penal inflictions, 
can poſſibly fulfil the former ſolemn engagement, 
whereby he promiſes to preach nothing but whar 
he himſelf ſhall be perſuaded may be proved by 
the Scripture. Or whether it is probable that 
ſuch Miniſter will be diligent to ſtudy God's 
word, or employ his natural powers and acquired 

knowledge in the inveſtigation of God's will as 
therein revealed, who is prohibited from inter- 
preting God's word, or declaring God's will, 
otherwiſe than is ſet down in a preſcribed formu- 
lary, in which the Law will not endure the leaft 
variation or diverſity of judgment. 


This 


AS 
This Inconſiſtency in the Laws of England, is 
the private grievance of many individuals — is the 


1 ic reproach of a Proteſtant State. This is an 
nconſiſtency which the Parliament of Great Bri- 


tain can remove, both as poſſeſſing a juriſdiction 


aramount to all other juriſdictions, and as having 


itſelf been over- perſuaded to lend its ſanction to 


the grievance of which the Petitioners complain. 
The interference of all other juriſdictions would 
be impertinent; and the attempt of High 
Churchmen to arrogate to themſelves the authority 
of judging and deciding in this queſtion, would 
ſubject them to the imputation of having deſerved 
a cenſure, if poſſible more ſevere than that, to 
which too many of them have manifeſted an in- 
clination of ſubjecting thoſe of their brethren, 
who, by waving an application to their ſuperiors 
in the Church, have ſhewed, that they think not 
ſo preſumptuouſly of the powers annexed to their 
ea "a | + 

I ſhall take the liberty of troubling you with 
my further thoughts upon this ſubject in ſome 
future letters; in which 1 ſhall endeavour to 
ſhew, by additional arguments, that the griev- 
ances in queſtion are in ſtrict propriety within the 
cognizance of a Britiſh Parliament—that they are 
worthy objects of Parliamentary enquiry and re- 
dreſs—that the impoſition of any Articles of 
Faith, as explanatory of the Scriptures, amounts 
to a ſolemn renunciation of the Surricitency of 
thoſe Scriptures—muſt moreover be neceſſarily 
attended with a large portion of the intolerant 


ſpirit, the moſt odious concomitant of Popiſh 


fuperſtitions—and that the Ratification of the 
Thirty-Nine Articles of the Engliſh Church by 
the authority of Parliament virtually amounts, 
with reſpect to points of doctrine of high con- 
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cernment to the intereſts of the Community, to 
an authoritative Renunciation of the Holy Scrip- 
tures themſelves. | | | : 
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FT FAVING in my former letter endeavoured to 
Ho remove ſome of thoſe prejudices againſt that 
mode of application which the Clerical Petitioners 
have adopted, I ſhall beg your permiſſion in this, 
to point out to your obſervation, ſome of thoſe cir- 
cumſtances which render the queſtion of Subſcrip- 
tion intereſting to the Public, and therefore highly 
worthy of a Parliamentary diſcuſſion. 9 

In order to do this in a manner the leaſt liable 
to ſubſequent objections, it will be neceſſary to aſ- 
cend to ſome of the firſt and leading principles of 
the Social Compact. 

I muſt own, I am not naturally inclined to en- 
courage any great partiality in favour of the Biſhop 
of Glouceſter; yet it cannot be denied, but that 
he has ſhewn in a very maſterly manner the neceſlity 
of a religious principle, in order to inforce the ob- 
ſervance of the duties of imperfect obligation. 

Whatever may have been the private ſentiments 
of Stateſmen however contradictory to each other 
may have been their tenets - however ſceptical in 
their principles however profligate in their 
practice they are united in believing that a 
pretty general perſuaſion in the People of the 
reality of an over-ruling Providence, and of a 
future ſtate of retribution, together with an Eſta» 
bliſhment providing for the inculcating theſe u 
on the Subject, are eſſentially neceſſary to the 

very 


( 

2 exiſtence as well as to the proſperity of a 
State. | 

If fomething like this be not the caſe, it is ſurely 
a very culpable profuſion of the public treaſure, 
that my Lord of Canterbury and my Lord of 
Durham ſhould receive annually their ten thou- 
ſands for countenancing religion, and perhaps ten 
thouſand others each their fifties, for preaching it. 

Taking this fact then for granted, and the rea- 


ſonableneſs of it being allowed, that ſome hundreds 


of thouſands are annually expended for the purpoſe 
of generating, inculcating, and ſupporting the re- 
ligious principle, a queſtion ariſes, Whether the 
Eſtabliſhment, as now circumſtanced fully, anſwers 
that end? | 

But in order to judge upon this ſubject with more 
preciſion, let us feign to ourſelves an Utopian Eſta- 
bliſnment of religion—an Eſtabliſhment, which 
ſhall be aſſiſting to the honeſt views of the Magiſ- 
trate, conſolatory to the individual, and friendly 
to the general intereſt of mankind. 

For inſtance, let us fuppoſe, that in one happy 
kingdom of the earth CRHRISTIANITV, as contained 
in the Scripture, without the addition of any hu- 
man Articles or formularies of Faith, ſhould be 
the eſtabliſhed religion of the land. 

A perſon who is a ſubject in ſuch a kingdom, 
mult be underſtood to be always willing to declare, 
that All Scripture is given by inſpiration of God, 
and is profitable for doctrine for reproof— for 
correction— for inſtruction in righteouſneſs.” He 
muſt further be underſtood to believe, that God 
in the beginning created the Heavens and the 
Earth ;*—that © He dwelleth not in temples made 
with hands; - that He is the Bleſſed and only 
Potentate, the King of Kings, and Lord of lords;” 


—that © He giveth to all life and breath, and all 
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things ;”—that “ He cauſeth the graſs to grow 
for the cattle, and herb for the ſervice of man,” 
— that The eyes of all wait upon him, that he 
may give them their meat in due ſeaſon - When he 
openeth his hand, they are filled with good— 
when he hideth his face they are troubled—when 
he taketh away their breath, they die, and are 
turned again to their duſt.” 

A Member of ſuch an Ideal Eſtabliſhment muſt 
be underſtood to profeſs, that © To him there is 
but one God, and one Mediator between God and 
man, the Man Chriſt Jeſus, who gave himſelf a 
ranſom for all.” 

He muſt agree with St. Paul, that“ The wages 
of lin is death, but the gift of God is eternal life, 
through Jeſus Chriſt our Lord.” 

A Member of ſuch an Eſtabliſhment muſt be 
allo underſtood to profeſs it to be his real perſua- 
ſion and belief, that there is a day appointed, in 
Which © God will judge the world in righteouſneſs 
by that Man whom he hath ordained. Whereof 
he hath given aſſurance unto all men, in that he 
hath raifed him from the dead.“ 

A perſon who acknowledged himſelf to be a 
Member of ſuch an Eſtabliſhment, would be a 
good ſubject, if he acted agreeably to his profeſ- 
tions, He would be“ ſubject to principalities 
and powers—he would obey Magiſtrates, and be 
ready to do every good work.” He would be a 


practicer of every ſocial virtue — a friend to the 
moſt laſting intereſts of all mankind; as he pro- 


feſſes, that © all the law is fulfilled in one word, 
Thou ſhalt love thy neighbour as thyſelf.” 


But in order to be qualified as a licenſed Teacher 
under ſuch an Eſtabliſnment, more may very rea- 


ſonably be expected. The changing circumſtances, 


and ſtate of party in a nation, may require ſtill fur- 
| C ther 
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ther ſecurities, Let us enquire what in reaſon they 
ſhould be. 

Such licenſed Teacher ſhould enter into the fol. 
lowing engagement with the State, provided the 
State authoriſes and ſupports his miſſion. 

1. He ſhould firſt make the Declaration con- 


4 


"tained in my preceding Letter, in the preſence of 


the perſon or perſons who are appointed by the 
Civil Power to ordain him. | 

2, He might further declare in the words of the 
Proteſtant oath, appointed to be taken by the Fel- 


lows of moſt Colleges in the Univerſity of Cam- 


bridge, I, A. B. do promiſe in the preſence of 
God, that I will heartily and ſtedfaſtly adhere to 
the true religion of Chriſt, and prefer the autho. 
city of Holy Scripture before the opinions of men 
that I will make the word of God the rule of my 
Faith and practice, and look upon other things which 
are ndt proved out of the word of God as human 
only—that I will readily with all my power oppoſe 
doctrines contrary to the word of God—that in 
matters of religion I will prefer truth before cuſ- 
tom, what is written before what is not written.” 

3. He ſhould take the oath of Allegiance to the 
perſon of the King. 

4. He ſhould take the oath of Supremacy, 
wherein he renounces all foreign juriſdiction. 

5. He ſhould take an oath againſt Simony in 
the preſence of the Ordinary. 

6: He ſhould rake an oath of Canonical Obe- 
dience to his Ordinary. | 

7. He might make a ſolemn renunciation of the 

leading and effential tenets of Popery, according 
to the form of Declaration required of every Mem- 
ber of Parliament before he is permitted to take 
his feat in either Houſe, and for the ſame reaſons. 


8. Penal 


1 1 


8. Penal inflictions ſhould be incurred, in caſe 
of a failure in reading the Liturgy, as eſtabliſhed 
by Law. 

A licenſed Teacher profeſſing ſuch religion— 
declaring ſuch reſolutions—and under ſuch obli- 
gations, would, in all probability, fulfil the pur- 
poſe of the State in his appointment. 

If theſe Oaths and Declarations will not bind 
him to the performance of his duty, and at the 
ſame time be a ſufficient ſecurity to the State, it is 
impoſſible that any can be conceived by the wit 
of man, which will anſwer theſe purpoſes. 

Let the offices of Ordination and Dr. Burn's 
Eccleſiaſtical Law be conſulted under the heads 
Benefice, Oaths, Ordination, and Public Worſhip, and 
it will be found, that all theſe ſecurities, except the 
Proteſtant Oath of Elizabeth, and the Declaration 
of the zoth of Charles the Second, are already re- 
quired of every perſon to be admitted to a bene- 
fice in the Engliſh Church, MT» 

Let me then, Sir, recommend to your ſerious 
conſideration, till you hear from me again, the 
tollowing query, with its anſwer :—What 1s wanted 
to realize the preceding Utopian Eſtabliſhment in 
our country ? | 

Anſ. Little more than the repealing one chap 
ter of the 13th of Elizabeth, and a few clauſes 
of the laſt Act of Uniformity; the reaſons for 
promulging which are now happily no more. 

In a future Letter, I ſhall endeavour to ſhew, 
among other matters, that the continuance of the 
ſtatutes enjoining ſubſcriptions, not only defeat the 
good purpoſes to be expected from all the other 
cuſtoms and ſtatutes relating to this ſubject not 
only render that eccleſiaſtical corporation, which 
is called, though improperly, the Church, an un- 
neceſſary burden, inftead of an uſeful ſervant of 
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the State; but have alſo contributed to the growth 
of Atheiſm, irreligion, and profaneneſs; and, if 
not quickly repealed, will, in all human probabi- 
lity, utterly annihilate the ſmall remainder of true 
religion and virtue in our land. | | 
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8 IX. 


1 my firſt Letter to you upon the ſubject of 
Subſcriptions, I endeavoured to convince you, 
that a requiſition of them to ſyſtemarical confeſſions 
of faith and doctrine, reduces to a ſtate of ineffi- 
ciency that more important and really uſeful en- 


gagement of the Chriſtian Miniſter, which binds 


him to the preaching of whatever he himſelf ſhall 
be perſuaded may be concluded and proved from 
the words of Holy Writ. | | 
In my ſecond, after demonſtrating the neceſſity 
of a legal eſtabliſhment for the purpoſe of inculcat- 
ing the religious principle upon the mind of every 
member of the community, I endeavoured to ſatisty 


you, that the ſanctions which would remain, after 


the laws relating to Subſcription were repealed, would 


be abundantly ſufficient for that ſalutary purpoſe 
would effectually guard againſt all opinions and 
practices that might prove prejudicial to the State. 

In this, I ſhall beg your attention to a few ob- 
ſervations upon the inconfiſtency of our Church- 


men, in maintaining the ſufficiency of the Scrip- 


tures, at the ſame time that they plead for an . 


Eliſbed interpretation of them. In the diſcuſſion of 
this argument, I ſhall conſider you as not unac- 
| quainted 
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quainted with thoſe leading principles of Pro- 
teſtantiſm, upon which we affect to juſtify our ſe- 
aration from the Church of Rome; and as a Mem- 


ber of the Britiſh Senate ſhall ſuppoſe you to be 


well verſed in thoſe political reaſons which were af- 
ſigned for diſclaiming her juriſdiction—reaſons 
which clearly evidenced her exerciſe of dominion 
in our land to be incompatible with the rights of 
our Imperial Crown. | 

But in clearing this matter, we muſt make ſome 
previous obſervations upon the Papal authority, 
which has too often, I think, been conſidered in 
an improper point of view. 

The diſtinct ideas of ſpiritual and temporal ju- 
riſdiction were adopted long before the elevation of 
the Roman Pontiff to an ill- grounded pre- emi- 
nence among his brethren. 

For ſome hundred years before that memorable 
event, the authority claimed by the Church was 
equal, if not, in ſome points, ſuperior, to what the 
Pope exerciſed in the plenitude of his power, and 
may be in part accounted for in the following 
manner: 

The perſecutions which Chriſtianity endured in 
the ſecond and third centuries, many of which are 
to be aſcribed to the ambitious claims and practices 
of its Prelates, compelled its profeſſors to form a 
Society in oppoſition to the State. The regulations 
of this Society, with reſpect to its government and 
diſcipline in the times of perſecution, gave it a ſta- 
bility, and even an independency, after the State 
had acceded to the faith. | 

Hence the converſion of the Empire to Chriſtia- 
nity may be more properly ſtiled the victory and 
the triumph of one community ſtiled the Church, 


over another community called the State, which 
| | had 


1 1 | 1 
the State; but have alſo contributed to the. growth : 
| of Atheiſm, irreligion, and profaneneſs; and, if b 
; not quickly repealed, will, in all human probabi- 
1 lity, utterly annihilate the ſmall remainder of true 
i religion and virtue in our land. | 
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this argument, I ſhall conſider you as not unac- 
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quainted with thoſe leading principles of Pro- 
teſtantiſm, upon which we affect to juſtify our ſe- 
paration from the Church of Rome; and as a Mem- 
ber of the Britiſh Senate ſhall ſuppoſe you to be 
well verſed in thoſe political reaſons which were aſ- 
ſigned for diſclaiming her juriſdiction—reaſons 
which clearly evidenced her exerciſe of dominion 
in our land to be incompatible with the rights of 
our Imperial Crown. 

But 1n clearing this matter, we muſt make ſome 
previous obſervations upon the Papal authority, 
which has too often, I think, been conſidered in 
an improper point of view. 

The diſtin& ideas of ſpiritual and temporal ju- 
riſdiction were adopted long before the elevation of 
the Roman Pontiff to an ill- grounded pre- emi- 
nence among his brethren. 8 

For ſome hundred years before that memorable 
event, the authority claimed by the Church was 
equal, if not, in ſome points, ſuperior, to what the 
Pope exerciſed in the plenitude of his power, and 
may be in part accounted for in the following 
manner: 

The perſecutions which Chriſtianity endured in 
the ſecond and third centuries, many of which are 
to be aſcribed to the ambitious claims and practices 
of its Prelates, compelled its profeſſors to form a 
Society in oppoſition to the State. The regulations 


of this Society, with reſpect to its government and 


diſcipline in the times of perſecution, gave it a ſta- 
bility, and even an independency, after the State 
had acceded to the faith. 

Hence the converſion of the Empire to Chriſtia- 
nity may be more properly ſtiled the victory and 
the triumph of one community ſtiled the Church, 
over another community called the State, which 


had 
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had fo long conflicted with it, but was at length 
found unable to reſiſt its power. 

The claims of the Clergy ſtill increaſed, until at 
length the civil rights and poſſeſſions of men were 
annihilated or abſorbed in the all-deyouring power 
and patrimony of the Church. The event was a 
deſpotic power of the Prieſt to impoſe whatever 
doctrines he thought fit, joined with an abſurd 
and ſenſeleſs ſuperſtition, which ſoon entombed in 
one gloomy grave whatever was valuable of the 
an the Learning—and the Religion of man- 

ind, 
Popery, properly ſpeaking, was nothing more 
than the change of Clerical juriſdiction from the 
Republican, or rather Ariſtocratical, to the Mo- 
narchical form. Many of the German Reformers 
nobly vindicated, and juſtly aſſerted, the right 
of private judgment, in oppoſition to this authority ; 


but this was not the caſe with us. Our boaſted 


Reformation, in fact, was little more than an act 
of juſtifiable rebellion againſt our Spiritual 
Head ; wherein we renounced the dominion of 
the Univerſal Monarch, and ſet up a Spiritual 
Head of our own. | 
But -the pretended right to an authority in 
controverſies of Faith, which Churchmen claimed 
while united under one viſible Head, was aſſerted 
and exerciſed with the ſame pertinacity as before. 
While the power of the Prieſt or Sovereign Pon- 
tiff remained unſhaken and unqueſtioned. 
Subſcriptions indeed were not heard of; for 
where the right to a deſpotic dominion is acknow- 
ledged by a blind ſubmiſſion to the ruling 
owers, a declaration of aſſent to Articles would 
e ſuperfluous, and would imply a latent right of 
| private 
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private judgment. Our anceſtors repoſed an mi 
plicit confidence in their ghoſtly fathers; and 
therefore, with reſpe& to the number and abſur- 
dity of the Impoſitions, their caſe was more de- 
plorable than ours: but with reſpect to the to 
probable permanency of theſe innovations upon the 
goſpel, and ſome other circumſtances, our caſe per- 
haps may be more deplorable than theirs. 

An equality between the two powers which are 
repreſented as contracting with each other, is all 
that is now contended for: and the more humble 
term of an alliance between the Church and 
State, as contained in the ſchemes of De Marca 
and Warburton, ſerves to expreſs the High 
Church notions of theſe times. But every claim 
of the Church to an independent juriſdiction, 
which in the remoteſt degree affects the temporal - 
ties of its members, is utterly indefenſible. —— 
The Church of England, conſidered with re- 
ſpect to the actual exertion of any power, 
ſhould be conſidered as a ſociety of men incor- 
porated for the purpoſe of teaching the religion 
of the Goſpel—is the creature—1s the ſervant of 
the State; and therefore, like other corporations, 
has no authority to enact or impoſe any thing 
which affects the liberty of the ſubject. 

With reſpect to the Glouceſtrian fiction, thanks 
to the civil powers! all apprehenſion of danger 
from it is removed as far as relates to the fabri- 
cation of ne Articles. The Church indeed con- 
tinues to aſſert that ſne has authority in contro- 
verſies of faith; but her conſtitutional Repreſen- 


tative, the Convocation, has not ſitten for ſome 


time, and it is to be hoped will never ſit again. 
However, before this Aſſembly had intirely loſt 
its juriſdiction by the abſurdity of its claims, and 


its credit by its perſonal abuſe, ſome of its Mem- 


bers 


il bers drew up a ſet of deciſions and decrees; ang =. 

1 had influence enough with the State, to get them 1 Jo 
| bound upon their ſucceſſors in their own profeſ. == 
| fion, by an iniquitous law—had influence enough 2 . 
'l with a pedantic and an arbitrary King to get them #] he 
. alſo bound upon every other profeſſion of men, . be 
| who in the remoteſt degree might affect their in- * 5 
ll. tereſt and power. But while theſe laws and ordi- BH A 
5 nances which enjoin Subſcription to human Arti- 3 
ll cles, and formularies of Faith, ſhall be permitted * 1 
| to remain, the Reformation is ſo far from being = = 
| completed, that it in fact, with reſpect to a m- m 
| terial part of it, is but juſt begun. The Biſhops, 5 ſu 
whoſe power and influence are truly formidable, 5 | 


will continue to make theſe Articles the only teſts 


n * W 


| of orthodox belief they will examine in them at in 
i their ordinations, and neglect the Scriptures—they =_ 
0 will diſcourage the reading of theſe Scriptures * = 
| with a papiſtical apprehenſion, almoſt amounting ME ..: 


to a reprobation of the word of God. ' Upon a E £5 tie 


2 2 
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th? . — . - $44 . 
ik nearer view, Academical men might ſee the abſur- RE liz 
ii dity of theſe famous monuments of human weak- Mt => 
1 nels, and might ſuſpect an oppoſition between theſe —_ m0 
1 Articles drawn up by fallible men, and the infallibe RR «ur 
bf word of God; and therefore in the Univerſities, the off 
. Biſhops and the Heads of Houſes will diſcourage ve 
1 all attention to them both *. An intolerant ſpirit, RE af 
| . . | N by the 
| it * A Perſon of high ſtation in the Church has in his hands au- 3:1 lik, 
5 thentic evidences of ſome facts, which, unleſs the evil be very Ws ma 
ö i ſpeedily remedied, may be appealed to as Proots, that theſe Fa wit 
[/ conſequences of Subſcriptions have actually taken place. — ; "__ 
| See the Rev. Dr. Powell's celebrated Commencement Sermon, N the 
preached 1757, and lately re-printed.—— See alſo the Third f und 
1 Dr. Hallifax's Sermons, lately preached before the Univerbty s& | mal 
| „ Cambridge, and publiſhed at the requeſt of the Vice-Chancellor ® and 
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joined with a ſenſeleſs ſuperſtition, the natural 
fruit of ignorance, will take deep root - an uni- 
verſal depravity of manners a want of every prin- 
ciple which dignifies the ſoul of man, muſt ine- 
vitably ſucceed. And therefore with reſpect to 
morals, religious jearning, and Church power, 
our only change will be, as the very ſenſible 
Author of a Letter to the Archbiſhop of Canter- 
bury has expreſſed it, We ſhall have an aggre- 
oate of Popes inſtead of one.” + 

Is it not therefore, Sir, a ſolemn farce and 
mockery of God, for our Churchmen to affert the 
ſufficiency of the Holy Scriptures in all things 


7 This ſentiment feems in part to be confirmed by the follow- 


ing paſſage in D' Ewe's Journal, p. 239. 


Mr. Peter Wentworth, in a ſpeech in the Houſe of Com- 
mons, inveighing againſt a meſſage of the Queen to the Houſe, 
that they ſhould not deal in any matters of religion, but firſt to re- 
cei ve from the Biſhops, (for which ſpeech he was afterwards ſent to 
tae Tower) expreſſeth himſelf thus: „I have heard of old Par- 
liament-men, that the baniſhment of the Pope and Popery, and 
the reſtoring of trne * had their beginning from this 
Houſe. and not from the Biſhops; and I have heard, that few 
laws for religion had their foundation from them. And ] do 
ſurely think, (before God I ſpeak it) that the Biſhops were the cauſe 
of that doleful meſſage; and I will ſhew you what moveth me ſo 
to think, I was, amongſt others, the laſt Parliament, ſent unto 
the Biſhop of Canterbury, for the Articles of Religion that then 
paſſed this Houſe. He aſked me, why we did put our of the Book 
the Articles for the homilies, conſecrating of Biſhops, and fuch 
like? Surely, Sir, ſaid I, becauſe we were ſo occupied in other 
matters, that we had no time to examine them how they agreed 
with the word of God. What, ſaid he, ſurely you miſtook the 
matter; you will refer yourſelves wholly to'us therein ? No, by 
the faith-I bear to God, ſaid I, we will paſs nothing before we 
underſtand what it is; for that were but to make you Popes; 
make you Popes who liſt, faid I, for we will make you none ; 
and fure Mr, Speaker, the ſpeech ſeemed to me to be a Pope-like 
ſpeech ; and ] fear leſt our Biſhops do attribute this of the Pope's 
Canons unto themſelves, Papa non poteft err. re.“ ff 
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neceſſary to ſalvation, and yet to inſiſt upon our 
afſent to Articles conceived in unſcriptural terms? 
If the Scriptures are ſufficient unto ſalvation, a 
Churchman can have no honelt reaſons for wiſhing 
the eſtabliſhment of any formulary of faith and 
doctrine beſides thoſe Scriptures ; and that the 


Stateſman has reaſon to be ſatisfied without Sub. 


ſcription to ſuch formularies, I think may be col- 
lected from my ſecond Letter. 1 
But before I diſmiſs this ſubject, I muſt take 


notice of a favourite argument, which has been 


often urged to evince the neceſſity of Subſcription 


to ſy ſtematical confeſſions and human Articles of 
faith. It has been pleaded, that although the 


ſufficiency of the Scriptures is allowed, yet expla- 


natious of thoſe Scriptures are highly edifying, 


even when ſuch explanations are conceived in 
human words. The utility of diſcourſes from the 


pulpit muſt be granted; the ſenſe of Scripture 
may be thereby made clearer and more determi- 


nate; why then may it not be allowed to fix the 
ſenſe of Scripture in an eſtabliſhed formulary of 


faith? 1 | 
In the firſt place, this argument would prove 


too much. It would prove that there was no ne- 


ceſſity for ſuch diſcourſes at all, the Articles alone 
would anſwer every end which could be ſuppoſed 
to be the Preacher's view. wt as 

In the next place we ſhould conſider, that in 
the caſe of expoſitions of Scripture from the 
pulpit, or the preſs, although the expounder 


ſhould endeavour to ſhew the conformity of his 


doctrine to the word of God by ſober argument, 
ſound criticiſm, or rational enquiry, yet we have 
the liberty of rejecting his interpretations, if we 
think we have got better of our own; but the 
exergiſe of this power of judging for ourſelves 1s 

utterly 
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( 19 } 
utterly annihilated in the caſe of a Subſcription to 
an eſtabliſhed formulary : The Preacher's powers 
are tied up, he is prohibited from giving us his 
cwn interpretation, and the hearer muſt acquieſce, 
for the want of a better, in the interpretation al- 
ready given by the Church. 

We may talk then of the fufficiency of the 
Scriptures as we pleaſe ; but while the laws efta- 
bliſhing ſubſcription to human formularies remain, 
the voice of the Articles ſhall alone be heard— 
the ignorance and ſuperſtition of mankind ſhall 
for a while preſerve the ſhadow of religion 1n our 
land—its ſubſtance ſhall be no where found. Im- 
provements in ſcience and the arts fhall at length 
diſcloſe the aſtoniſhing abſurdity of our national 
faith. The Scriptures fhall be diſbelieved, becaufe 
their genuine fimplicity and excellence are con- 
ccaled by deſigning men from human view — the 
Articles ſhall be ditbeheved, becauſe they are held 
forth to it. 

The Legal Eſtabliſhment therefore in our country 
does not anſwer the end it was intended to pro- 
mote. Ir does not tend to generate, to inculcate, 
and to cultivate the ſenſe of religion on the minds 


of men. It too often produces the reverſe. It 


ſhould therefore, Sir, be either aboliſhed or re- 
tormed, 
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HE I hirty- nine Articles of the Church of 
England are eſtabliſped by authority of Par- 
liament, as well as by Eccleſiaſtical ſanctions: It 
ſhould therefore ſeem, that, at the time of their 
eſtabliſhment, our anceſtors conceived the belief of 
them to be of high importance to every member 
of ſociety, and conſidered them as Points of 
Doctrine worthy of being implanted in every Eng. 

liſh breaſt. | Ee 
But we truſt the Legiſlature of this day will, 
upon a fair and candid inſpection of theſe Articles, 
Form a very different judgment; and I hope, Sir, 
to make it appear to you, that if the Miniſters of 


the Goſpel were to proceed in the execution of 


their charge upon this idea, they muſt preach away 
the common ſenſe of nine parts in ten of thoſe who 
hear them, and effect a ſtill more deplorable change 
upon the hearts of the remainder. _ 

The Firit Article of our Church profeſſes to treat 
of Faith in the Holy Trinity —an expreſſion not to 
be found in Scripture, a doctrine not connected 

«ith the performance of a ſingle duty in ſocial life. 
A man may believe the contrary, and yet be a 
good Chriſtian—a good Father—a good Maſter 
Ha good Huſband - a good Citizen - and a good 
Friend. A ſpeculative Divine, therefore, ſhould 
be indulged in the liberty of believing this Arti- 
cle, of ſubſcribing it, and of writing about it, if he 
pleaſe; but I am ſo far from thinking it expedient 
that ſuch an Article ſhould be eſtabliſhed by an act 
of the State, that I ſhould rather wiſh the Clergy, 
who are the hired ſervants of the State, for the 

; | purpoſe 


1 


purpoſe I have ſo often mentioned of inculcating 
the religious principle, might be prohibited from 
preaching upon a ſubject of ſo inflammatory a con- 
texture, and which by its very nature has an ob- 
vious tendency to deſtroy all rational religion, with 
mutual love and charity, its faireſt fruits. | 

With reſpect, then, to the Firſt Article, in or- 
der to make it of any ule, the title ſhould be 
changed; it ſhould be ſaid to treat, not of the 
Trinity, but of the Unity of God; and the latter 
part of it ſhould be expunged, not becauſe it is 
falſe, but becauſe it is unintelligible, unleſs by 
men of very elevated minds. ＋ 

If the Firſt Article is faulty, the Second is like 
unto it, and the ſubſcription of the Teacher to its 
truth ſhould by no means be inſiſted on. It de- 
fines with a logical, or rather chemical preciſion, 
what never was comprehended, or ever can be 
comprehended, by the help of thoſe rational powers 
which we now enjoy. 

As for the Third Article, which treats of the go- 
ing down of Chriſt into hell, I cannot conceive how 
the State can be intereſted in the deciſion of ſuch 
a queſtion. I may believe him to be the Author of 
my Salvation, and act accordingly, without be- 
lieving that he aſſailed the Devil in his own do- 
minions; as the compilers of our Articles cer- 
tainly ſuppoſed he did. 

The Fourth Article contains two very impor- 
tant points of doctrine. It treats, though in a man- 
ner not abſolutely exceptionable, upon the Reſur- 


+ Dr, Hallifax aſſerted in one of his Sermons, lately preached 
at Cambridge, that the Three Perſons of the Godhead auere united 
though diſtinguiſbed, diſtinguiſhed though but one. The expreſſion 
was heard by hundreds; but, with many others of a fimilar import, 
was not thought. worthy of being retained in the printed copies. 


rection 


„ 
rection and Aſcenſion of our Lord. But every 
erſon who believes the Scriptures cannot but be- 
heve theſe doctrines, and therefore a ſubſcription 
to them is unneceſſary. J he Legiſlature, how- 
ever, may ſo far interfere with propriety, as to 
enjoin the preaching upon them, on account of 
their manifeſt connection with the practice of 
piety and virtue. 
With reſpect to the Fifth Article, it is only an 
expaniion of a part of the propoſition which con- 
cludes the Firſt. Ir recalls to our remembrance 
that unchriſtian Controverly, which was long 
maintained between contending Churchmen upon 
the Holy Ghoſt's proceſſion from the Son. The 
belief of it is not naturally connected with the 
practice of any ſocial duty. Many have believed 
the divine miſſion of Jejus, without ſuppoſing this 
proceſſion. It 1s unwiſe, therefore, to append 
emoluments to the profeſſion of ſuch faith. 


Were I a Member of that aſſembly in which 


you, Sir, early evidenced the poſſeſſion of all thoſe 
* virtues which can ornament the head and heart, I 
would ſeriouſly propoſe a ſubſcription to the Sixth 
Article alone, as a proper ſubſtitute for ſubſcrip- 
tion to all the reſt. It contains the diſcriminating 
character of true Proteſtantiſm. It aſſerts the 
SUFFICIENCY of the Holy Scriptures for Sal- 
vation. But the privilegeSof interpreting thoſe 
Scriptures for ourſelves, which ſeems to be the 
natural conſequence of the ſufficiency maintained 
in this Article, is intirely abrogated by the impo- 
ſition of the remaining Thirty-eight. 

Laws are inſtituted to prevent real, not imagi- 
nary dangers to the State. I do not ſuppoſe that 
there is a ſingle perſon in the kingdom who, if 


Subſcriptions were removed, would apprehend 
the 


4 


fy 
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the Common Law in danger of being ſuperſeded 
by the Moſaic Code. | 72 
The Negative of the moſt material part of this 
Seventh Article has been ably ſupported by the 
Right Reverend Author of the Divine Legation, 
who has more than once endeavoured to bring 
down Theological vengeance upon others, on the 
mere ſuſpicion of their taking the ſame liberty 
of private judgment, which he has ſo remarkably 
exerciſed himſelf. Should theſe Papers ever fall 


e 


. in the way of that Gentleman, he will underſtand 
me, when I ſay that he has ventured, in a ver 
public manner, to accuſe a Member of the Church 
- of England of a departure from his Subſcriptions, 
: but, though ſolemnly called upon, has not choſen 
to attempt a confirmation of his charge by the 
3 proper evidences. „ 
] A man that ſubſcribes the Eighth Article, vir- 
tually unſubſcribes the Sixth. 7 
n The Ninth Article treats of original, or Birth 
c fin; but the State has to do with thoſe fins only 
I which are committed after Birth. 9s 
h I would gladly avoid the conſideration of the 
- Eight following Articles, of which the Fourteenth 
g alone can be of any uſe. I am fatisfied that, 
c upon peruſal of them, no Engliſh Senator will ſee 
_ the neceſſity of binding theſe metaphyſical ſubtil- 
© RE tics upon the conſciences of rhoſe who are ſent 
ic RE forth by the Civil Power to inſtruct the people in 
d the neceſſity of obedience to the laws of God and 
& Ws man, While they continue unintelligible, they 
ere uſeleſs. When underſtood, they are prejudi- 
i- clal, nay, even dangerous, to the State: Ihey 
at yt {trike at the root of ail morality, the State's ſureſt 
ii = ſafeguard and ſupport; and if the Goſpel. ſpeak 
id a different language, which I truſt it does, the 
he eſtabliſhment of theſe Articles by the authority of 


Par. 


. 


twf 


Parliament amounts to an authoritative renun- 
ciation of that Goſpel, in ſuch points of faith and 
doftrine—a danger always to be apprehended 
when the State lends its ſanctions to any ſyſtema- 
tical confeſſions whatſoever, conceived in unſcrip. 
tural terms. 

The doctrine contained in the Eighteenth Ar. 
ticle is equally abhorrent from Chriſtian Charity 
and Chriſtian Truth. All preaching upon it ſhould 


be diſcouraged by the State ; it would promote the 
growth of intolerance, the practice of every evil 


work. | 
The inſertion of the Nineteenth is a melancholy 


evidence of the folly and preſumption of High 


Church Men, denying infallibility ro every com- 
munity of Chriſtians, that excepted to which 


themſelves belong. 


I have already under the fignature of Paulinus 
in this Paper, attempted to explain the real mean- 


ing and natural conſequences of the Twentieth. 


Article, F It is fraught with the very eſſence of 
genuine Popery. It tends to elevate the Prieſt 


above the King. The doctrine therefore con- 


tained in it ſhould not only be diſcouraged but 
proſcribed by the State; nor would it be contrary 
to ſound Policy, if every Civil Society ſhould for 
its own ſecurity againſt deſigning Churchmen, en- 
Join ſubſcription to the following Article: * the 
Church hath 20t authority in controverſies of 


| Faith.” 


„The third Letter addreſſed to the Cambridge Undergradu- 
ates, wherein this ſubject is treated of, appeared before this in the 
Whitehall Evening-Poſt; but is now iuferted after it for obvious 
reaſons, | 5 
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( 25 | 
The 'Twenty-firſt Article aſſerts in part what is 


; more fully declared in the Sixth, viz. the ſuffi- 
4 ciency of the Scriptures z and therefore is unne- 
| ceſſary. ; 
4 The Three next are reaſonable enough : but 
4 upon the ſame plea that theſe are inſerted into the 
p confeſſion of the national Faith, ten thouſand other 
: propoſitions of equal import might plead for ad- 
/ mittance within the pale of the Eſtabliſhment. 
As to the Twenty- fifth, with theſe that follow to 
1 the 23d, though ſome may appear expèdient as 
g teſts to exclude the Papiſts, yet others have an im- 
mediate tendency to keep up that ſpirit of conten- 
tion between the Polemical Divines, which for the 
| publick good of the Community, as well as Chriſ= 
N tian Charity, ſnould be diſcountenanced, inſtead of 
being encouraged by the State. The Papiſt is 
ſufficiently guarded againſt by Declarations of 
4 another kind; and with reſpect to the reſt, it may 
N be obſerved once for all, that the apparent truth 
c of a doctrine or its ſuppoſed congruity with Scrip- 
: ture are not the only circumſtances to be conſider- 
ed, when a queſtion is moved concerning the pro- 
$ priety of its eſtabliſhment. The awful ſanction 
t ot the Legiſlature ſhould be only lent to thoſe, 
J RX which immediately tend to render individuals good 
: YE Citizens and good Men. 
- = The Thirty-ſecond Article, maintaining the 
f 3 lawfulneſs of the marriage of Biſhops, Prieſts, 


and Deacons, is rendered unneceſſary by the ge- 
neral temper of the times. And I cannot eaſily 

- be brought to think that, if Subſcription to this 
- == Article thould be removed, any Biſhop, Prieſt, or 

1 Deacon, will heſitate about the lawfulneſs of mar- 
rying, when other circumſtances ſhall render it fit- 
ting and convenient. N 
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ih As for the avoiding excommunicated - perſons ; in 
Cl reaſon, ſcripture, humanity, and the good of the re 
"i community, with one voice cry out againſt ſuch a ſo 
Hh relick of inquiſitional juriſdiction; and, if an Ar. C 
„ ticle of this kind be neceſſary, require that the 

1 negative of this ſhould be ſubſcribed. a 

1 | With reſpe& to the 34th I ſhall only obſerve, ſic 
ll that if the authority of the magiſtrate in any ſh, 
Wl point to which his juriſdiftion reacheth, and in an 
4 which the means of conviction are ſo open as in 

„ the caſe before us, cannot be ſupported by pe- pl: 
.- nalties, it will never be ſupported by Declara- © © 
to. tions and Subſcriptions. .. =_ cc 
= Whether the Homilies contain a godly and an WE fut 
| 1 wholeſome doctrine, and neceſſary for theſe times, Wn far 
5 you beſt will judge when you have read them. 
jak The Article enjoins the reading of them in our WE © 
5 Churches. I ſhall only ſay, that were any Clerg - dor 


„ man to obey the injunction, his Clerk would be his the 
"If only Auditor. | —_ 
| The calling upon us to allow the excellenſe een 
| of the forms of conſecrating Biſhops, Prieſts, and ©? ®* 
ll Deacons, can anſwer no good purpoſe. The per- | 
| ons ordained ſufficiently ſhew their approbation [MT the 
of them, by ſubmitting to them as modes ap- 
x pointed by the State. TE ; 
if | The oath of Supremacy taken by every perſon dati 
called upon to ſubſcribe the Articles, rendern 
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| tubſcription to the 37th abſolutely unneceſſary. f b 
5 That the goods of men are not held in com- = 
1 mon, every perſon will know to his coſt, who b7 / - 
1 force invades them, or by fraud endeavours to ae 

purloin them. | | 3 = 
5 The laſt Article, maintaining the lawfulneſs of 45 
5 1. ſ⸗ fel | ; \ ' Plet 
oaths, may ſafely be omitted. Articles might be 


increaſed 


„ 


increaſed to an indefinite number, if every 
regulation adopted for the purpoſes of civil 
ſociety muſt alſo receive the ſanction of the 
Church. 
Theſe imperfect obſervations may lead you to 
a conviction, with reſpe& to ſome truths of con- 
ſiderable importance in the preſent controverſy. T 
ſhall mention a few which appear to me as ſuch, 
and then ſhall take my leave. | 
Firſt, that the requiring of aſſent to any ex- 
planatory Articles of faith and doctrine, amounts 
to a declaration that the Scriptures are not ſuffi- 
ciently explicit in thoſe points which concern the 
future welfare of individuals, or the preſent wel- 
fare of the State, | LS 
Secondly, that upon the ſuppoſition theſe doc- 
trines are ſelected by the State as a kind of direc- 
tory for the Preacher's labours, the majority of 
them are not ſufficiently important to deſerve the 
countenance of the Legiſlature ; as they are very 
remotely connected with thoſe points of practice, 
on which a public teacher ſhould inſiſt, 
Thirdly, that the requiſition of ſubſcription to 
them is an invaſion of the deareſt rights of men 
—a temptation to inſincerity and prevarication in 
thoſe who ſhould ſtand the cleareſt of ſuch impu- 
tations, and muſt powerfully obſtruct all further 
knowledge in the Scriptures, | 
Fourthly, that very many of theſe Articles, fo 
far from having a tendency to promote real piety 
and virtue, appear to inculcate a ſpirit of conten- 
tion, to produce intolerance z and, by ſtating the 
terms of the Divine favour as conſiſting in faith 
alone, eventually encourage every ſpecies of im- 
piety and vice. 
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Fifthly, that it is morally impoſſible to have 

a learned, a conſcientious, a laborious, and an 

uſeful Clergy, while the laws relating to Subſcrip. 
tion ſhall remain. 


And therefore, laſtly, that the preſent, as well 
as the future welfare of every individual in the 


Engliſh nation calls aloud for their repeal. 
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TO THS 


GENTLEMEN 


OY THE 


UNIVERSITY of CAMBRIDGE, 


Who intend propoſing themſeboes, the enſuing 
January, as CanDIDaTEs for the Degree 
of BACHELOR IN ARTS. 


LETTERS 


GENTLEMEN, 


S it is my perſuaſion, that, with the uſual 

A literary accompliſhments requiſite to the de- 

1 gree which you propoſe ſoliciting, a love of ſince- 

\ BY rity and ingenuous dealing is united ; fuffer me 

OH to hint my thoughts upon a ſubject which appears 

to me highly worthy of your moſt attentive conſi- 
deration. 

You will ſhortly be called upon to declare your 

unfeigned aſſent to a ſet of propoſitions—to a _ 
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of worſhip—to a collection of rites and ceremonies 


Ein a manner which will throw upon you the 


worſt imputation which can be caſt upon men 
of honour and on Chriſtians, unleſs you abſolutely 
and entirely approve them. 


Unleſs, therefore, you prefer the reputation of 


being eſteemed able diſputants, to the heart-felt 
ſatisfaction of knowing yourſelves to be honeſt 
men, you vill ſuſpend the preſent courſe of your 
ſtudies, until you have ſatisfied yourſelves with 
reſpect to the truth and propriety of thoſe articles 
and forms; to the full approbation of which you 
declare, that you willingly and ex animo ſubſcribe. 
It is not my intention to ſend you to thoſe inge- 
nious expoſitors, who will torture your imagination 
with a thouſand interpretations, many of them con- 
trary to each other, and all of them, perhaps, to 
Scripture and to common ſenſe ; but barely to 
Point out to you a courſe of ſtudy, ſimilar to what 
you are now purſuing in philoſophical ſubjects, and 
which muſt be reſolutely and conſcientiouſly en- 
gaged in, unleſs you would chuſe that the impu- 
tation of ignorance, indolence, prevarication, or 
down-right diſhoneſty, ſhould ſtand as a recorded 
charge againſt you in your firſt public act of life. 
The firſt five Articles, to the truth of which you 
are required to bear the moſt ſolemn teſtimony, 
relate to Faith in the Holy Trinity—the Nature, 


Hiſtory, and Offices of the Second Perſon in that 


Trinity——the -Perfonality, Majeſty, and Glory 
of the Holy Ghoſt, To be ſatisfied in theſe re- 
ſpects, the ſhorteſt way is to conſult your Bibles. 
Theſe points of Faith are declared with ſufficient 


preciſion in the Articles: It is your buſineſs to ſee 
© how far they are agreeable to the Word of God; 
and, if they be found in your apprehenſion diſcor- 


dant 


L $*: 3 


dant with it, to bear your teſtimony againſt them, 
by refuſing to ſubſcribe them. = 

The Sixth Article is very juſt ; but'as the whole 
Weſtern World were once of a different perſua- 
fion with reſpect to a point aſſerted in it, it will 
be your duty to enquire into the nature of Pro- 
teſtantiſm, and get ſome idea of the arguments 
whereby that beſt of cauſes is maintained againſt 
the bigotry and ſophiſtry of papal Rome. | 

You are from conviction to form ſuch an idea of 
the correſpondency between the Old Teſtament 
and the New, as will enable you to ſubſcribe the 
Seventh Article of your Church without a doubt. 

In the affair of the Three Creeds, the con- 
formity of which with Scripture you muſt profeſs, 
there may be ſome difficulty. You muſt read 


them with diligence and care; and if you really 
can reconcile the dogmatical parts of Athanaſius's 
with the unſyſtematic language of the New Teſta- 


ment, and his intolerant ſpirit with the mild and 
meek demeanour of your Saviour, you may then 
believe him to be a Chriſtian, and ſubſcribe his 
Creed, | 


The Ninth Article ſeems to allow ſome little 


latitude in a point of ſmall importance; but from 


thence to the Nineteenth Article excluſive, your 
attention will be called to doctrines which have 
much agitated the world with learned conteſts 
and oppoſite deciſions ; but to which, tho' ex- 
preſſed in forms of human ſpeech, your full, en- 

tire, and unreſerved afſent muſt be ſubſcribed. 
The Nineteenth Article, though not fo prolix 
as ſome of the preceding, contains abundant mat- 
ter for your ſerious conſideration; It gives you a 
definition of the viſible Church of Chriſt. You 
are to ſatisfy yourſelves of the juſtneſs of this de- 
finition, 


E 


finition, that is to ſay, of its conformity. with the 
Scripture doctrine on this ſubject. It moreover 
aſſerts that the Churches of Jeruſalem, of Alexan- 
dria, and of Antioch, have erred. But with what 
confidence can you pretend to throw ſo. ſevere a 
reflection upon large aſſemblies of men, without 
examining their hiſtory and peculiar tenets? You 
would reſent ſuch ungenerous treatment in your 
own caſes. Were any reflection of the like ſort to be 
thrown upon the Church of England, —upon the 
Univerſity of Cambridge, — upon your private 
Colleges, - you would at leaſt demand that ſuch 
bold impugner would condeſcend to point out the 
particular inſtances which deſerve ſuch reproach. 
With reſpect indeed to the Church of Rome, it 
has been uſual with us, upon all occaſions, to give 
her the worſt of characters, inſomuch that we have 
thought no name too bad to expreſs our abhorrence 
of her abominations; yet even this I am afraid 1s 
often done without the proper knowledge and 
conviction, and is often perhaps attended with a 
ſpirit of intolerance equal to her own, But I would 
have you, whom I am now addrefling, fully ſa- 
tisfied of the guilt, before you ſet your names to 
any imputation of it; ever recollecting how deſpi- 
cable is the appearance of the man, who ſolemnly 
objects a charge, which he is not able to make 
good. 

I ſhall reſerve the remainder of the Articles for 
a future Paper; what I have already pointed ovt 
to your attention will be ſufficient to employ you 
till you hear from me again. You may perhaps 
object the want of time for the conſideration of 
ſuch matters. It is a ſerious objection, and your 


Superiors are much to blame tor ſubjecting you = 
| the 


11 

the neceſſity of ſubſcribing at an age, and in cir- 
cumſtances, when you have neither ſufficient aſſiſ- 
tances, nor ſufficient leiſure for the enquiry. They 
are to anſwer for the, perhaps, illegal, and unſta- 
tutable impoſition ; but the conſcientious comply 
ance with this impoſition is entirely your concern. 

It has been ſaid, that an attempt will ſhortly be. 
made to relieve you from this cruel alternative ,of 
ſubjecting yourſelves either to the charge of inſin- 
cerity, or of loſing your degrees. Moſt heartily do 
I pray for its ſucceſs. 5 9 5 


LET TE. 
GENTLEMEN, 


RESUMING upon your favourable indul- 
gence, I take the liberty of addreſſing you a 
ſecond time upon the ſubject of Subſcriptions. 
We have already briefly conſidered the firſt 
Nineteen Articles of our Church. The Twen- 
tieth will require a little of that ſteady attention, 
which you know to be neceſſary for the inveſti- 


gation of mathematical truth. And, after all, I 


will not promiſe you a ſatisfaction in the diſcovery, 
equally grateful with the ſenſation which, without 
doubt, you have frequently experienced in the 
enucleation of a Newtonian propoſition. : 

In the Twentieth Article then it is aſſerted, 
That the Church hath power 'to decree rites 
and ceremonies, and authority in controverſies of 


F As 


faith, 
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As the viſible Church of Chriſt is conſidered 
by our Articles as a congregation of faithful men, 
without doubt it has a power of deerecing any 


rites, and ceremonies, and forms, which the 


members of it can agree upon. We will there. 
fore now only enquire what kind of authority ſuch 
congregation can lawfully exerciſe in matters of 
faith, 

And firſt, with reſpe& to the meaning of the 
word auforitas, we will take the celebrated 
words of Tertullian for our guides. I hey are as 
follow: D:fferentiam inter ordinem et plebem con- 
ſtituit Eccleſiæ auttoritas, et honor per ordinis con- 
um ſan#iificatus.” Now as Tertullian was a 
Lawyer, we muſt explain his terms according to 
the legal ideas of the times. The word auforitas 
then, according to. the Roman Lawyers, ſignifies 
a decree or reſolution of a ſolemn aſſembly met to- 

ether for the purpoſe of making laws. It is 
alſo uſed to denote the edicts and reſcripts of the 
Magiſtrate. And in after-times, when the opi- 
ions of eminent lawyers had themſelves been 
2 into law, they alſo were complimented 


with the venerable appellation of Authorities. 


From hence it may be collected, that, when we 
hear that the Church hath authority in contro- 
verſics of faith, we are to underſtand that the 
Church hath a lawful power of hearing, judging 
8 and deciding concerning controverſies of 
aith. 


the power of exerciſing this authority be lodged. 
For if by the Church is meant the whole congre- 


gation of faithful men, no more is aſſerted, than 


if we were told that the power of making laws for 
the direction of our civil conduct, and of decid- 
ing 

9 


Proceed we next to enquire in what hands muſt 
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ing controverſies about property, is lodged in the 
people of Great Britain: And it may be lodged 
there till dooms-day without a ſingle exerciſe of 
ſuch power, unleſs ſomething further be added to 
the deſcription. Let us ſubjoin the words repre- 
ſentatively aſſembled, which may be plainly implied, 
and the matter of juriſdiction will be clear. The 
propoſition will ſtand thus: As all authority in 
temporal concerns 1s ultimately veſted in the King, 


Lords, and Commons in Parliament aſſembled ; _ 


ſo all authority in controverſies relating to faith is 
ultimately veſted in a national Synod. The 
authority of ſuch a Synod is thus guarded by the 
139th Canon of the Church. Whoſoever ſhall 
hereafter affirm that the moſt Holy Synod of this 
nation, aſſembled in Chriſt's name, and by the 
King's Writ, is not repreſentatively the true Church 
of England, let him be excommunicated, and by 
no means abſolved till he publicly repent of this 
wicked error.” That 1s to fay, S him be ac- 
curſed—devored to the Devil—and ſeparated from 


Chriſt and his Church's communion. See Godolph. . 


Repert. Can. p. 625, 626. 

'This point then being eſtabliſhed, we may fur- 
ther collect, that as the regulations and deciſions 
of the Britiſh Parliament are binding upon the reſt 
of the community, ſo the deciſions 5 a national 
Synod are binding upon the reſt of the Church, 
that is, upon all the remaining members of the 
congregation of faithful men who were not ac- 
tually preſent at the national Synod. If therefore 
the Church of England, repreſentatively aſſembled, 
ſhould decree, that ſalvation cannot be obtained 
without its pale, you are bound to aſſent to the 
propoſition, and to ſubſcribe it, if required. If 
the Church of England, repre/entatively aſſembled, 

| F 2 ſhould 


4101 
ſhould. decree, that the body and blood of Chrif 


are materially preſent in the Euchariſt, you are 
bound to aſſent to the propoſition, and ſubſcribe 
it, if required. If the Church of England, repre. 
ſentatively aſſembled, ſhould decree that Athana- 
fius had not ſettled the Trinitarian controverſy 
with ſufficient preciſion, you are bound to aſſent to 
the propoſition, and to ſubſcribe it, if required, 
But perbaps, you may demur. You have certain- 
ly the liberty of doing ſo: You have alſo the li- 
berty of rebelling againſt your King, or rather 
you have the power of doing either ; but then 
you muſt patiently and contentedly abide the conſe- 
quences, viz. Drawing, hanging, and quartering, 
in the latter caſe ; and excommunication, as bee 
fore deſcribed, in the former. 

It is our happineſs, however, that the Church 
of England has, in exerciſing her authority with 
reſpect to the foregoing controverſies, and indeed 
in all others whatſoever, always decided on the 
right ſide. And in this recłitude of her deciſions 


at preſent conſiſts, and will conſiſt, as long as ſub- 


ſcription to the Twentieth Article ſnall be eſtab- 
liſned by law, the only eſſential difference between 
the Church of England and of Rome. 

This Article further aſſerts, that the Church 
ought not to decree any thing againſt Holy Writ, 
or to inforce any thing to be believed for neceſſity 
of ſalvation des the ſame. To the ſufficiency of 
the Holy Scriptures you will readily ſubſcribe; 
but the point before you in the caſe of the Bache- 
lors degree is not a queſtion de Jure but de fate. 
The robber on the highway certainly ought not to 
take your purſe; whether he means to do fo or 
not, when he holds a piſtol ro your breaft, is a 
different queſtion z and he may demand your 

| money, 
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found in every Proteſtant breaſt. She holds forth 
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money, and own he is wrong in doing fo, in the 
{ame breath. The Church, as 1s clear from the 
Articles before us, has actually decided upon 
many points. She has exerciſed her authority 
pretty freely in controverſies of faith ; if againſt 
Scripture, a better teſtimony than her own con- 
feſſion that ſhe hath no right to do ſo, is to be 


thele deciſions, theſe interpretations of Scripture 
to your conſideration 3 and the Univerlity, or ra- 
ther King James's letter to the Heads of Houſes, 
requires you to ſubſcribe them as conſonant to 
Holy Writ, previouſly to your admiſſion to' a 
Bachelor's degree. As Engliſhmen and as Pro- 
teſtants you may exerciſe, and ought to exerciſe, 
the right of private judgment in ſearching the 
Scriptures z and like the Beræans ſhould enquire 
whether theſe matters be ſo. You may, if you 
pleaſe, enjoy the honourable appellation of Berzans, 
without declaring your teſtimony in fayour of the 
Church; but if you mean to be Bachelors of Arts, 
you muſt bond jide acknowledge that all and every 
of her Articles are agreeable to the word of God, 

and as ſuch ſubſcribe them. 1 
I have employed ſo much attention upon the 
Twentieth Article, that I have not left myſelf 
room to ſay any more at preſent, than that you 
may ſoon expect to hear from me again. 
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GENTLEMEN, 


HE Twenty-firſt Article will require more 

conſideration than I am afraid many of you 
can give to it, It aſſerts, © That whereas gene- 
ral Councils are aſſemblies of men, whereof /! 
be not governed with the Spirit and Word of 
God, they may err, and ſometimes have erred, in 
things pertaining unto God.“ In order that you 
may form ſome idea of the courſe of ſtudy requi- 
fite to a conſcientious ſubſcription of this Article, 
I ſhall give you the following hints: — The Eaf- 
tern general Councils were ſix in number. The 
Weſtern Clergy, though the infallible Father was 
at their head, were obliged to meet twelve times 
before they could ſettle a ſyſtem of faith entirely 
to their minds; and even at laſt to little purpoſe; 
as appears from the Hiſtory of the Council of 
Trent, and the Article now before us. The 
Hiſtory of theſe Councils is abridged in about as 
many folio volumes, which it will be neceſſary for 
you to read over, together with the fathers they 
refer to, before next January, if you have not al- 
ready peruſed them. 

As to the affair of Purgatory decided againſt in 
the Twenty- ſecond Article, there is certainly ſome 
flaw, not in the ſuperſtructure of the building, 
but, as I vehemently ſuſpe&, in the foundation. 
Perſons, when they depart out of this life, are cer- 
tainly of very different characters: and as the doc- 
trine of an intermediate ſtate muſt in any wiſe be 
retained in the Church, in order that the Philo- 

| ſophers 


1 


ſophers may not be affronted who maintain the 
natural immortality of the human ſoul, it muſt 
be held, that ſuch perſons immediately enter up- 
on thoſe different ſtates to which the judgment of 
God, founded on the prevailing character of their 
lives, ſhall think proper to conſign them. You 
have the fate of the righteous thus determined 
with tolerable preciſion in the Burial Service, 
wherein it is aſſerted, that the ſouls of the faith- 
ful, after they are delivered from the burden of 
the fleſh, are in joy and felicity;“ an aſſertion which 
has been thought by many learned perſons to mi- 
litate againſt ſome plain and poſitive aſſertions in 
the Scriptures: But after you have made ſome 
progreſs in the very delectable theory and practice 
of Subſcription, you will be able to comprehend, 
that inſtances like the foregoing, which in com- 
mon life are diſtinguiſned by the title of contra- 
dictory aſſertions, may wear a very different aſpect 
when they are eccle/aſtically conſidered.— All the 
writers upon Articles are wont to refer them to 
a chapter which treats. upon the /atitude of inter- 
pretation; but I would wiſh you to ſuſpend your 
judgment till you have peruſed a treatiſe ſhortly 
intended to be publiſhed, intituled, © The Har- 
mony between the Articles, Homilies, and Li- 
turgy of the Church of England; and the entire 


conſonancy of them all with Common-ſenſe and 


Scripture, conſidered, vindicated, and main- 
tained.” 


Take heed, that, by the words con; regation in 


the Lord's Vineyard, in the Twenty-third Article, 
you underſtand the Church of England otherwiſe 
you will render the Article replete with folly, in- 
tolerance, and falſhood. 
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bl | The Twenty-fourth Article declares it * to be 85 re 
1 repugnant to the Word of God to have public 5 ti 
wlll | prayer in a tongue not underſtanded by the people,” Fe tc 
1 but as clear and intelligible ideas are neceſſary in - 1 
9 order to form intelligible words, do you, I mean CC 
4 as many of you as are intended for Holy Orders, ar 
1 ſtudy well the Athanaſian parts of the Litany, fo 
Tal otherwiſe we may have public prayer in a tongue H 
not underſtanded either by the people or the w 
parſon, | | | th 
I am very ſorry that your buſineſs in the Schools co 
muſt be ſo long interrupted by the conſideration of * 
the ſubject treated upon in the ſix next Articles. 

Whole libraries, large as the Alexandrian, muſt be D 
abſolutely read through, before you can fairly ſet th 
your hands to Articles which abound with ſuch an = tr 
(44 infinitude of matter. With reſpect to one of them, = 1th 
1 I ſhall only obſerve, that you ſolemnly deny the = th 
148 change of the bread and wine into the body and th 

Wil. blood of Chriſt; but then, in your Catechiſm, Wa 
il 6 you aſſert that the body and blood of Chriſt are _ ſe 
1 verily and indeed taken and received by the faith- MX to 
1 ful in the Lord's Supper.“ According to the = th 
ul (| Twenty-ninth Article, the wicked, although they RF ev 
1 do carnally and viſibly preſs with their teeth, as f T 
„ Auguſtin faith, the ſacrament of the body ang g 
1 blood of Chriſt, yet in no ways are they Partakers m 
1 | of Chriſt. O ye righteous, to your experience we fo 
1 muſt appeal! Explain this matter of the real. bo 
Il. | heavenly, ſpiritual, conſubſtantial preſence of lm wi 
Wl | Chriſt in the Euchariſt in intelligible language VW 
1 to the Candidates for the degree of Bachelor of bor 
WM | Arts. | | | e 


In the Thirty-firſt Article, the offering of Chriſt . bu 
once made is ſaid to be a perfect ſatisfaction for al! . be 
the ſins of the whole world. As the neceſſity of 
repentance 
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repentance on the part of the ſinner is not men- 
tioned, it is not to be ſuppoſed, unleſs you mean 
to fly in the face of the Eleventh Article, and 
would chuſe to be reputed unorthodox. The beſt 
commentators upon this Article are to be found 
among the Methodiſtical tribe. I refer you there- 
fore to the works of Whitcheld, Weſley, and 
Hervey, upon this ſubject; a careful peruſal of 
which, united with a few years attendance upon 


the Tabernacle, will render each of you as able a 


combatant in ſuppart of the Church, as A—g—s 
T- pl—y himſelf. 
Upon the marriage of Biſhops, Prieſts, and 


Deacons, I have little to ſay. The Doctrine of 


the Thirty-ſecond Article is moſt righteous and 
true; and it is really amazing that there ever ſhould 
lave been a doubt about the matter. We will 
therefore diſmiſs the ſubject with heartily wiſhing 
their Reverences good wives. 

The religion of the Goſpel may at firſt ſight 
ſeem to inculcate an univerſal benevolence; and 
to recommend every human creature whatloever as 
the proper object of your tendereſt affections the 
evil, of your pity—the virtuous, of your love, 
The Thirty-third Article is impoſed in order to 
guard againſt ſuch deluſion. Enquire into the 
manner in which Heathens and Publicans were 
formerly treated by the Jews, and you will learn 
how to regulate your deportment to thoſe perſons 
who are ſolemnly excommunicated by your Church. 
With reſpe& to ipſo facto excommunicated per- 
ſons, ſee the 2d, 3d, and f4th Canons of the 
Church. If you are in, any doubt, Biſhop War- 
burton will inſtruc you in the proper method of 
behaving to them. 

| G J have 


—— 


— 


N ** 


. es a oa Ce 1 


———— 


* 

* - 

2 —— ——— re > — — A 
1 e 72 . N. 3 2 3 


1 


T have ſeveral things to ſay, I truſt ſome of 
them worthy your conſideration, upon the remain. 
ing Articles, as alſo upon the Homilies, the Firſt 
and Second Books of which you doubtleſs propoſe 
to digeſt into propoſitions, before you ſet your 
hand to the Doctrines they contain. You may 
therefore expect to hear from me once more. 
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GENTLEMEN, IN 
SINCERELY wiſh that the humane and ge- 
1 nerous attempt of the worthy Mr. Tyrwhitt * 
to relieve you, had been attended with the ſuc- 
ceſs which it ſo well deſerved; but as the mea- 
ſure has been defeated by the arbitrary and un- 
ſtatutable interpoſition of the Council of Six, it 
is become more than ever neceſſary, that you 


* With reſpect to the character of this Gentleman, it may 
juſtly be ſaid to be above all praiſe. His ſtrong abilities, exten - 
five learning, ſtrict integrity, and moſt amiable manners, united 
with cool judgment and determined reſolution, would reflect a 
luſtre on the moſt diſtinguiſhed ſtation. And it is one of tha 
ſtrongeſt reaſons for the removal of Subſcriptions, that the impo- 
ſition of human formularies of faith and doctrine, and the ac- 
knowledged imperfections in the forms of public worſhip, de- 
prive the Church of England of the honour any longer of num- 
bering among her worthies ſo truly honeſt and venerable a man, 
I ſhould hurt his delicacy, were I to mention the ſacrifices he has 
made at the ſhrine of integrity and honour ; facrifices only to be 
equalled by theſe of the Revd, Dr. Robertſon, Author of a Tract 
eutituled, © An Attempt to explain the words Reaſon, Subftance,” | 
&c. well worthy of the peruſal of every friend to religious li- 
berty and virtue. | | 

In order to place the tranſaction alluded to in the true point of 
light, it will be expedient to refer to the following Paper, which | 
was lately inſerted in the Gentleman's Magazine, | | | 

«© IF the publication of the encloſed Paper be not inconſiſtent 
with your general plan, I am well eonvinced, that the favouring 
the Public with it in your next month's Magazine will be very | 

| Agreeable to many of your readers. It contains all the authority 
on which Subſcriptions are required of ſuch as take any degree in | 
the Univerfity of Cambridge, 8 | 

At the end is a Grace, which was offered June the t 1th, | 
1771, for the removal of ſuch Subſcription, but, without any rea- 
ton being aſſigned, was prevented by the- Caput from coming be- | 

== A#ore the body of the Univerſity. | 
1 I am, &ce X. V. 
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ſhould be informed of the true nature of thoſe 
celebrated bonds of Subſcription which unite you 
to the Church. 


The Articles to be ſubſcribed unto by all Perſons before they are 
admitted to any Degree; with the Grace taſfſed in the Year 1613, 
and King James's Direction to the V. Chancellor and Heads of 
Houſes, enjoining Subſcription to thoſe Articles : To which is add. 
. ed, the Refolution of the Houje of Communs concerning the ſaid 
Grace, 


1 Articles to be ſubſcribed unto, &c. 
1. THAT the King's Majeſty, under God, is the only 


ſupreme Governor of this realm, and all other his Highneſs's domi- 
nions and eountries as well in ſpiritual or ecclefiaftical things gr 
cauſes, as temporal; and that no foreign Prince, perſon, Prelate, 
State or Poteatate, hath, or ought to have, any juriſdiction, power, 
ſuperiority, pre-eminence or authority, eceleſiaſtical or ſpiritual, 
within his Majeſty's ſaid realms, dominions and countries. 

2. That the book of Common Prayer, and of ordering of 
Biſhops, Prieſts, and Deacons, contained in it n:thing contrary ts 
the word of God, and that it may lawfully ſo be uſed, and that he 
himſelf will uſe the form in the ſaid book preſcribed, in public 
prayer and adminiſtration of the Sacraments, and no other, 

3. That he alloweth the book of Articles agreed upon by the 
Archbiſhops and Biſhops of both provinces, and the whole Clergy 
in the convocation holden at London in the year 1562, and that 
He acknowledgeth all and every the Articles therein contained (be- 
ing in number 39, beſides the ratification) 20 be agreeable to the 
word of God. | 

We whole names are underwritten, do ævillingly and ex ani- 
mo ſubſcribe to the three Articles, before mentioned, and to all 
things in them contained, | 


Excerpta e Stat. Acad. Cantab. p. 25. 


II. The Grace by which Subſcription to theſe Articles is required of 
Candidates for the Degree of Bachelor in Divinity, and of Doc- 
for in each Faculty. s 
„Jun. 2do, 1613. Placeat vobis, ut juxta tenorem Literarum 

2 Sereniſſimo Rege Jacobo miſlarum, hoc in Senatu decernatur; 

ut nullus in poſterum fibi conceſſam habeat Gratiam pro Gradu 

Baccalaureatus in Theologia, vel Doctoratus in aliqua Facultate 

adipiſcendo, qui non prius coram Domino Procancellario, aut ejus 

deputato, tribus Articulis fc. regu Primatus, Liturgiæ Anglicanæ, 
et Articulorum Religionis de quibus convenerunt Archiepiſcopi, 

& Epiſcopi A. D. 1562, propria manu ſua ſubſcripſerit, _— ut 

x | | Kc 


„ 


ut before I enter upon this part of my taſk, 


e . 4 

u I muſt fulfil the promiſe I made you with reſpect 
to thoſe Articles not conſidered in my former 
Letter. : 

re - 

3. hæe conceſſio veſtra loco ſlatuti habeatur, et in libris Procuratorum 

pf Infra decem dies inſeribatur. Tex 

4 III. Xing James's Dir etion to the V. Chancellor and Heads of 

id Houſes in the Univerſity of Cambridge, given by himſelf to Dr. 

Hills, J. Chancellor, Sc. on Lec. 3, 1616, at Newmarket. 

„HIS Majeſty ſignified his pleafure, that he would have 

7 « all that take any degree in Schools to ſubſcribe to the three 

ar « Articles.” | . 

te, « After ſome other directions the King ordered “ that Mr. 

er, V. Chancellor and the two Profeſſors of Divinity, or two of the 

ah Heads of Houſes, do every Michaelmas, when his Majeſty reſorts 
into theſe parts, wait upon his Majeſty, and give his Majeſty a 

of Juſt account how theſe his Majeſty's inſtructions are obſerved.” 

10 „A copy of theſe directions written, or at leaſt ſigned, by the 

he King himſelf, was ſoon afterwards ſent by the Biſhop of Win- 

lie cheſter to the V. Chancellor with the following Letter. 

1 2% the Right Warſhigful Dr. Hills, Maſter of Catherine-Hall, ad 

— H. Chancellor of Cambridge. 

128 © Gocd Mr. V. CHaxcerLio, ? 

he &« I Have ſent you his Majeſty's hand to his own directions. 

the I think you have no precedent, that ever a King, firſt with his 

i . own mouth, then with his owͤn hand, gave ſuch directions; and 
therefore you ſhall do very well to keep that writing curiouſly, 
a 


and the directions religiouſly, and to give his Majeſty a good ac- 

count of them carefully; which I pray God you may; and fo 

with my love to yourſelf, and the reſt of the Heads, I commit you 

to God. From Court this 12th day of Dec. 1616, | 
Your very loving friend, 


10 James WIN TO. 

um IV. The Reſolution of the Houſe of Commons concerning the Grace 

ur; 5 palſed by the Univerſity Cambridge in the year 1613. 

adu = In the year 1640, upon the report from the Grand Committee | 
ate TE of Religion, it was reſolved by the Houſe of Commons, That | 
jus WH the ſtatute made about twenty-ſeven years ſince in the Univerfity | 
nz oY of Cambridge, impoſing upon young Scholars a Subſcription ac- 


pi, p 3 gording to the 36th Article of the Canons made in the year 1003, 


by 


( 46 ] 


The Thirty-fourth Article treats of the tradi. 


tions of the Church. You will find ſome little 
obſcurity in the wording of this Article, which, 
upon your application, it will become the duty 
of your ſuperiors to remove entirely to your fatis- 
faction, before they call upon you to give your 


unreſerved aſſent to it. 


is againſt the law and liberty of the ſubject, and ought not to be 
preſſed upon any Student or Graduates whatſoever.“ 
| Ruyfſoworth's Hiſt. Coll. vol. 4. p. 149. 
% The Author of the Hiſtory of the Puritans, after citing this 
Reſolution of the Houſe of Commons, takes notice, ** that about 
five months forwards they paſſed the ſame reſolution for Oxford, 
which was not unreaſonable, becauſe the Univer/ities had not an 
unlimited power by the 36th Canon to call upon all their Students 
to ſubſcribe, but only upon ſuch Lecturers or Readers of Divinity 
whom. they had a privilege of licenſing; and to this I conceive 
the laſt words of the Canon refer; F ezther of the Univerſities 
offend therein, wwe leave them to the danger of the law, and his 
Majeſty's cenſure. | ; N 
% And it ought to be remembered, that all the proceedings of 
the Houſe of Commons this year in puniſhing delinguents, and all 
their Votes and Refolutions about the cireumſtances of public wor- 


ſhip, had no other view than the cutting off thoſe illegal additions 
and 7unovations which the ſuperſiition of the late times had intro- 
duced, and reducing the diſcipline of the Church to the ſtandard of 


ftatate law. No man was puniſhed for acting according te law; 
but the diſpleaſure of the Houſe ran high againſt thoſe who, in 
their public miniſtrations, or in their Eeclefiaſtical Courts, had 
bound thoſe things upon the ſubject, which were either contrary to the 
laws of the land, or about which the laws were altogether Hlent. 

| Neal's Hiſt. vol. 1. p. 665, 


The form of a Grate for the Removal of Subſcription to the Three 
Articles contained in the 36th Canon. 


« Placeat vobis, ut illi, qui Munia Scholaſtica in Regiis Sta- 

&© tutis contenta expleverint, in poſterum fibi conceſſam habcant 
& Gratiam pro Gradu in aliqua Facultate ſuſcipiendo, eth tribus 
« Articnlis in Canone triceſimo ſexto cemprehenſis non ſubſcrip- 
% ſerjtit,” | a 
60% 
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All pleaſantry apart, I do not ſee how it is 
poſſible that you can hora ide declare, by the Sub- 
ſcription of your names, that the Firſt and Second 
Books of Homilies contain a godly and whole- 
ſome doctrine, and neceſſary to theſe times, unleſs 


Copy of a Petition, fi,ned by a numerous Body of Undergraduates, 
aud preſented by Charles Crawford, E/: Fellow-Commoner of 
Queen's College, t the Rev. Dr. Browne, Maſter of Pems+ 
broke-Hail, and Yice Chancellor of the Univerſity of Cam- 
bridge, on Tueſday the 3 ½ of laſt December, 


To the Vice Chancellor and Senate of the Univerfity of Cambridge; 
the humble Petition of certain Undergraduates in the ſaid Uni» 


ver ſity, 
Sheweth, 


THAT your Petitioners apprehend themſelves, in eouſequence 
of engagements entered into with the Univerſity at the time of 
their admiſſion or matriculation, to be under an obligation of de- 
voting their attention to that courſe of ſtudies, which is recom- 
mended to them by their Superiors : That they are expected 
to employ themſelves in the purſuit of natural and metaphy ſical 
knowledge; - to improve themſelves in moral philoſophy, and to 
acquaint themſelves with the ſentiments and language of thoſe au- 
thors, who, in their time, were eſteemed the greateſt ornaments 
of Greece and Rome: —— That, in conſequence of this multipli- 
city of academical engagements, they have neither the leifure nor 
the opportunity of enquiring into the abſtruſer points of theology; 
that they nevertheleſs find themſelves under a neceflity of declar- 
ing their unfeigned aſſent to a ſet of theological propoſitions, 
uſually called the Thirty-nine Articles of Religion, apparently of 
high argument and great importance, or of ſubjecting themſelves 
to a repulſe in their Petition for a degree, which they have endea- 
voured to qualify themſelves for, with much trouble, and at no 
little expence, Your Petitioners, therefore, intreat, if ſuch in- 
dulgence can be granted to them without infringement of the Uni- 
verfity Statutes, that they may be releaſed from the neceſſity of 
tetlifying their aſſent to the aforeſaid propoſitions ; or, that ſuch 
timely affiftance may be afforded in their reſpective Colleges, as 
will enable your Petitioners to ſatisfy their conſciences in ſubſcribe 
ing them. | 


And your Petitioners ſhall ever prz 


— — — —— 2 


„ 


— 


you previouſly read them. Perhaps there may be 
ſome difficulty in getting yourſelves ſupplied with 
copies of theſe Homilies. You have a right, 


General Evening-Peſt, from Thurſday, Dec. 5, to Saturday, De- 
cember 7, 1771. 


Cambridge, Dec. 6. A grace was this day offered by Mr, 
Tyrwhitt for excuſing Gentlemen who were Candidates for the 
Degree of Bachelor of Arts, from ſubſcribing the Thirty-nine 
Articles. The grace was unanimouſly rejected by the Caput, for 
the ſame reaſon as before, That the Univerſity had no power of 
making ſo material a change; and that the times were not fi- 
vourable to ſo great an undertaking, which required the flow and 
wiſe deliberations of the Supreme Legiſlature, not the partial de- 
terminations of a few academics.” | i 


biteball- Evening-Poſ, from Tuęſday Jan. 14, to Thurſday 


Fan. 16, 1772. 
Extract of a Letter from Cambridge, Jan. 13. 


ee Mr. Crawford went to the Vice-Chancellor to-day to re- 
queſt an Anſwer to the Petition of the Undergraduates, and ad- 
dreſſed him in this manner: 


& Mur. Viok-CHANCEITOx, 


i wait upon you again concerning the Petition of the Un- 
dergraduates, and would beg to be indulged with a few mo- 
ments hearing. We have received as yet no direct Anſwer to 
our Petition, which, with great ſubmiſſion, we think deſerves 
one. It has been 72:tmared to us however, that it is thought 
improper to grant us our requeſt at this time, left thoſe in au- 
thority in the Univerſity ſhould be faid to favour the Petition 


= 
* 


„of the Clergy. We have been told, that after that is pre- 


- 
* 


ſented to Parliament, we may expect relief. Our Petition we 


«© think to be quite independent of the Petition of the Clergy. 


We beg that our Subſcription to the Articles may be diſpented 
& with, not becauſe we object to any of them, but becauſe we 
& have not had an opportunity to ftudy them. You muſt con- 
« ſider, Sir, that here are ſome who have ſubſcribed their names, 
« who are to take their degrees in a few days; they therefore 
& elaim an immediate relief. The moſt zealous Advocates for 
& the Church will not impute to you a deſertion of its cauſe, by 
“granting our requeſt; for all mankind with one voice cry out 
« againſt the impoſition we ſpeak of as abſurd and illegal, which 
6& an 
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however, to demand a peruſal of them. And it 
is the duty of your ſuperiors to give you what 
aſſiſtance they are able, with reſpect to the proofs 
of thoſe doctrines which they contain. 

] have often lamented, that the forms of conſe- 
crating Biſhops and Miniſters are not printed in 
every edition of the Book of Common Prayer. 
In the Thirty-ſixth Article it is afferted, that there 
is nothing either ſuperſtitious or ungodly in thoſe 
forms. But with what confidence can you pre- 
ſume to aſſert this by a ſolemn Subſcription, when 
the chances are ten millions to one againſt your 
having ſeen them ? Read them by all means, I 
beſeech you. What opinion would you form of 
a man, who in the common tranſactions of life 
would venture to ſet his hand to a declaration of 
the truth of a fact, which, for any thing he knew 
of the matter, may be intirely and abſolutely 
falſe ? . 

The authority of the Civil Magiſtrate in ſpiri- 
tual as well as civil matters, is, within certain 
limits, unqueſtionable. Yet the ſubject deſerves 
your attentive conſideration, as the point princi- 
pally aſſerted is the negative of Papal Juriſdiction, 


an evil once of portentous magnitude to every 


State in Chriſtendom, the very mention of which, 
it is to be hoped, will be always horrible to an 
Engliſh Ear. | 3 

The Thirty-eighth Article will not give you 
much trouble. You may however fead what 
Rogers, Welchman, and Burnet, ſay upon the 
occaſion. h 


Han arbitrary Stuart, in the wantonneſs of his power, had 2 


* to eſtabliſh in the Univerſity. What Anſwer, Sir, ſhall 1 
carry back to the reſt of the Subſcribers?” The Vice-Chan- 


cellor then ſaid, That there were many names eraſed in the 


Petition, that ſome others were alſo willing to eraſe theirs, and 
that he had not porver to grant the Petition.“ 
The 
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The Phirty-ninth Article certainly requires 
ſome conſideration. You have heard of the prin- 


ciples of the people called Quakers relating to 


oaths. Study your Bibles a little, and the Fathers 
of the Primitive Church, before you determine 
that their conduct in this inftance is altogether in- 
detenſible. | 

The Ratification is not properly your concern: 
Yet it may perhaps puzzle heads more learned in 
Church matters than at preſent you can boaſt, to 
aſſign the reaſons why it was judged neceſſary that 
theſe Thirty-nine Articles ſhould be confirmed by 
the Subſcription of the Archbiſhops and Biſhops, 
in the year 1571; and why it is not judged ne- 
ceſſary that the ſame ſecurity ſhould be given by 
their Graces and their Lordſhips at this day, 1 
wiſh the inferior Clergy of 1571, bad alſo Sub- 
ſcribed for their ſucceſſors and deſcendents ; though 
perhaps even then ſome orthodox Divines might 
have concluded you within the obligation ; Adam, 
you know, having /inned both for himſelf and his 
poſterity. | 
I am under ſome apprehenſions that you may 
be unwilling to enter upon the courſe of ſtudy 
which I] have recommended in theſe Letters; and 


'you may plead, that there will be time enough 


hereafter to read and to reflect upon the Articles 
which you have ſubſcribed; but what opinion 
would you entertain of the difcretion of a perſon 
who deferred the reading of a bond till after its 


execution? You would have as mean an opinion of 


the Prudence of the ſigner, as of the Honeſty of the 
propoſer. Conſult your own underſtandings, you 
will ſee that your atteſting the conſonancy of the 
Articles, Liturgy, and Homilies, with Holy Scrip- 


ture, at your time of life, will amount to a /urren- 
der of a very valuable right, viz, the right of 


think- 
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thinking for yourſelves with reſpect to points of 
higheſt conſequence to your well being, into the 
hands of men, who will take all proper oppor- 
tunities of reminding you of the nature and extent 
of the obligations you have entered into with the 
Church. 

Some of you, perhaps, may hereafter enter into 
orders, and may with the beſt diſpoſitions betake 
yourſelves to the ſtudy of the Scriptures. You may 
find the genuine Doctrines of theſe Scriptures to be 
in direct oppoſition to the Doctrines you have Sub- 
ſcribed. You may imagine that the Sixth, or the 
Twentieth Article of the Church will allow you 
ſome liberty of interpreting Scripture for your- 
ſelves; but upon experience you will find your 
hopes are vainly founded. Your brethren, upon 
the leaſt appearance of your deſerting from the eſta- 
bliſned Doctrines, will raiſe a clamour againſt 


you. A more importunate clamour will be raiſed 


in your own breaſts; and if you wiſh to retain your 
integrity, you will, perhaps, be induced to reſign 
your preferment at an age, and in circumſtances, 
when ſuch ſacrifices cannot be made without ſome 
anxiety to others as well as to yourſelves. 

Some of you may, perhaps, hereafter devote 
yourlelves to the profeſſion of Phyſic, or of Law. 
In your declining years you may begin to think a 
little better of that awful hour, to which we are 
every day approaching. You will unqueſtionably 
recur to thoſe interpretations of Scripture which 
you 1n early hfe Subſcribed. You will place your 
confidence in what you have been taught to conſi- 
der as the religion of your country. You will perhaps 
find theſe Articles oppoſed by the common- ſenſe and 
reaſon of mankind: no other hope remains; each 
of you will have lived a ſtranger to the Goſpel 

H 2 | Doctrines z 
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Doctrines; you will each of you die a ſtranger 
to its conſolations. 

Perhaps ſome of you may be called upon here. 
after to ſerve your Country in Parliament. Ad- 
vancing years may convince you of the abſurdity 
of the Doctrines you have Subſcribed to, as the 
religion of the land. You will then be tempted to 
look upon all religions as alike the creatures of the 
State; and will therefore be devoid of that ſteady, 
perſevering, manly fortitude in your Country's 
cauſe, which is one of the nobleſt virtues to which 
a Britiſn Senator can poſſibly aſpire. 

But if with minds informed by a careful educa- 
tion, you have acquired a veneration for that ſa- 
cred Book, which holds forth a religion, reaſonable 
- important true; be not haſty in the perform- 
ance of an act, which for any thing you know 
may amount to a renunciation of the whole. Study 
diligently your Bibles— ſtudy diligently the T hirty- 


nine Articles of the Church. Seek inſtruction from 


your Tutors, when any doubts ariſe; and if upon 
a careful enquiry, you ſhall in your conſciences be 

rſuaded, that the Articles and Homilies of the 
Church of England are all and every of them agree- 
able to the Werd of God, why then, in the name 
of God, Subſcribe them. 
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CANNOT diſmiſs theſe intereſting Subjects, 
without offering ſome further conſiderations 
relating to the Aſſociation at the Feathers, and 
the Petition formed in conſequence of its meetings. 

A Publication intitled the Chriſtian Whig, has 
lately appeared and has been ſent, without the con- 
currence or even knowledge of a fingle Perſon of 
the Aſſociation, to every Member of the Houſe of 
Commons. 885 | 

It is written with good-ſenſe, decency, and can- 
dour. The Writer declares, that he has no con- 
nection with the Petitioning Clergy, and he de- 
clares the truth. When he ſpeaks of the re- 
moval of all Subſcription to human formularies of 
faith and doctrine, he ſpeaks the ſentiments of the 
Petitioners ; but when he pleads for the propriety 
of an application to the Biſhops, he judges con- 
trary to the opinion of every perſon concerned in 
the preſent appeal. The Gentlemen who think 
themſelves aggrieved by the impoſition of Sub- 
ſcriptions, affect not the character of Reformers 
of the Church. They will appear in the humbler 
guiſe of Petitioners for the removal of a grie- 
vance ſeverely felt by individuals; which, though 
it was firſt laid upon their anceſtors through the 
intrigues and intolerance of Churchmen, 1s un- 
happily confirmed at preſent by the law of the 
Land. Many of the Aſſociated Members have 
reaſons for believing that, with reſpect to their 
Brethren 
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preſent Petitioners. 
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Brethren on the Bench, the WiLL as well as the 
PowER is wanting to afford them the requeſted 
redreſs; and they will certainly eſteem a refer- 
ence of their caſe to their Lordſhips, as a polite 
though deciſive method of refuſing their ſuit. 

The injudicious friends of the Petition fre- 
quently expreſs themſelves as if the requeſt con- 
tained in the Petition would be granted, by a 
reviſal of the Articles, or a diminution of their 
number. But no reviſal is ſought for in the Peti- 


tion; the favour ſollicited is the diſannulling the 


neceſſity of Subſcription to any one; and whether 
ſuch indulgence can be granted, without danger 
to the State, 1s a queſtion which the Members 
of the Honourable Houſe are very able to decide, 
Whatever be the event, the Petitioners will never 
quit their Proteſtant ground. 

The Aſſociation at the Feazhers mean, by 
every legal and juſt method, to attempt the 
gaining of redreſs in the matter of Subſcription 
to human formularies of faith and doctrine. They 
have judged, upon. matureſt deliberations, a Peti- 
tion to Parliament, and not a Petition either to 
the Biſhops or his Majeſty, a proper method 
of obtaining redreſs; and with anxiety they wait 
for the deciſion. Whatever ſteps they may take 
upon a refuſal, I believe they will never be 
brought to conſent to an application to the 


Bench, 


It is true, a New Tranſlation of the Bible—a Re- 


viſal of the Liturgy are much wanted; but amend- 
ments in either tall not within the plan of the 


in theſe points is untouched in the Petition, If 
the Biſhops therefore, moved by the importance 
and propriety of the meature, ſhould hereafter do 
any thing in either way, the Aſſociation at the 
Feather 
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Featbers, though they would highly approve theit 


conduct, will by no means interfere with them 
the glory will be all their own. We have only 
at preſent to deſire of their Lordſhips, that as they 
have often declared they are not able to help us 
in the affair of Subſeriptions, they will not ob- 
ſtru& our righteous endeavours to help ourſelves. - 
The ſole requeſt of the Petitioners is very plain 
and ſimple, I will mention it once more :—They 
beg to be relieved from the neceſſity of ſubſcribing 
or declaring their unfeigned aſſent to any Hu- 
Man FoRMULARIES of Faith and Doctrine. A 
proper ſubſtirute, if any ſubſtitute be neceſſary, 
mult be left to a wiſdom ſuperior to their own. 


Their meaning could not be miſtaken, were the 


worthy Members of the Houſe of Commons to de- 
liberate among themſelves a ſingle moment upon 
the ſubject. A Revi/al of the Articles, Amendments 
in the Liturgy, a New Tranſlation of the Bible, 
are, though rhe Laity are alſo intereſted, certainly 
clerical concerns. But the terms upon which in 
a Proteſtant country the Clergy ſhould hold their 
preferments—the Phyſician and Civilian be al- 
lowed to practiſe, are ſurely to be regulated at the 
fole diſcretion of the State. 

Vet after all that has been ſaid, the following 
queſtion may be aſked, and indeed 1t often has 
been aſked with triumph by the adverſaries of the 
preſent attempt: | 

Would you have the Church to authoriſe and 
ſend forth miniſters and paſtors among the people, 
without taking any ſecurity of them for the 
faithful diſcharge of their office; and particu- 
larly without guarding againſt their preaching 
falſe and erroneous doctrines? Already it has 
been replied, and the Reply expreſſes the ſenti- 
ments of the learned and judicious Dr. Clarke, 

that 
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that in the offite of Ordination there are ſevetil 


queſtions put to every Prieſt, the anſwers to 


which ſeem to contain as ample ſecurity as any 
Chriſtian Church can deſire, or can be authoriſed 
to demand. __ i e 448 
In the time of Ordination the Prieſt declares 
and declares it at the altar, | +> 2:0 
I. That he is perſuaded that the Holy Scrip- 
tures contain ſufficiently all doctrine required of 
neceſſity for Eternal Salvation through Faith in 
Jeſus Chriſt. | 
2. That he has determined, by God's Grace, 
out of the ſaid Scriptures to inſtruct the people 
committed to his charge; and to teach nothing a 
required of neceſſity to eternal ſalvation, but 
that which he ſhall be perſuaded, may be con- 
cluded and proved by the Scripture. | 
3. That he will uſe both public and private 
Monitions, as well to the ſick as to the whole 
within his cure, as need ſhall require, and occaſion 
Hall be given. f | 
4. That he will be diligent in Prayers, and in 
reading of the Holy Scriptures, and in ſuch ſtu- 
dies as help the knowledge of the ſame, laying 
aſide the ſtudy of the world and of the fleſh. - 
5. That he will be diligent to frame and faſhion 
his own ſelf and his family according to the Doc. 
trine of Chriſt, and to make both himſelf and 
them, as much as in him lieth,, wholeſome ex- 
amples and patterns to the flock of Chriſt. 
6. That he will maintain and ſet forwards, ®$ 
much as in him lieth, quietneſs, peace, and love 


among all Chriſtian people, and eſpecially among 


thoſe chat are or ſhall be committed to his charge. 
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